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Literacy Volunteers of Morris County

10 Pine St, Morristown NJ 07960

(973) 984-1998
http://www.lvamorris.org
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Literacy Volunteers of Morris County has been providing adults in Morris County, New Jersey one-on-one and small group instruction in reading, writing and English conversation for over 25 years.   We are one of the largest and most cost effective (less than $1 per day per student) volunteer based literacy programs in New Jersey.  LVMC’s effectiveness was recently acknowledged in recertification by ProLiteracy, a national adult literacy standards group.
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Currently, our students come from over 70 different countries, including the United States. Volunteer tutors receive comprehensive training, ongoing support and access to a library of materials designed for the adult learner.  In addition to individual and small group tutoring, we provide instruction in pronunciation, U.S history, preparation 
for the citizenship test, American customs and manners, math, basic essay writing and GED preparation.

Each year our students achieve thousands of their individual goals.   In the last five years, they have reached over 10,000, including more than 200 students who were able to find a job, more than 100 who became U.S. citizens, and hundreds others who were able to start college, vote, learn to use a computer, handle their medical care, and become more independent, engaged, and self sufficient members of our community.

Enclosed are details of LVMC’s work in 2010. We welcome your questions and thank you for your interest and support.
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In 2010, 928 students received literacy tutoring from 494 volunteer instructors, totaling  over 13,000 hours of instruction. Our Basic Literacy Program enrolled 133 students, while 795 students were in our English as a Second Language Program.  During the year more than one half of our students achieved at least one o f their personal literacy goals after receiving 12 hours of instruction. Among the almost 2,000 personal goals our students achieved:

127 Employment Goals: 34 students obtained jobs, 29 were better able to perform their work, 22 learned job search skills and five passed licensing exams.
999 Literacy Goals: 298 improved their ability to read, 214 improved their ability to write, 396 students were better able to speak and understand spoken English, and 81 visited their local library for the first time.
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388 Survival Goals: 18 were able to handle their own banking, 24 their own medical care, 240 reported an increase in their confidence and ability to live more independently,  143 learned to use a computer, 20 were able to understand directions, and four obtained their driver’s license.

57 Education Goals: 46 attended college classes, nine studied for and one obtained their GED, and 10 took classes online.

112 Community Goals:  10 obtained U.S. Citizenship, three voted for the first time, 56 increased their awareness of American civics and 29 were better able to participate in their communities.
91 Parenting Goals: 18 attended a PTA meeting, 10 were able to help their child with homework, 26 read to their child and 14 took their child to the library for the first time.
During the year, tutors and students attended volunteer-led workshops on pronunciation, writing, citizenship, learning disabilities and more.  
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Special events

The LVMC Thanksgiving Dinner hosted Miss New Jersey 2010, Ashleigh Udalovas, whose personal goal is improved literacy.  Our annual Turkey Trot,  a 5K race on Thanksgiving morning held in conjunction with the Interfaith Food Pantry, registered over 2,000 runners and raised more than $20,000 for each organization.  New in 2010 was a golf outing attended by 68 players, which raised nearly $12,000.   LVMC plans to repeat the outing in 2011.

Students tell us
What my tutor means to me ….

My tutor has helped me to have more confidence writing, to speak faster, and more fluently and with the correct pronunciation.   My teacher is so great.    I got a full time job and she is flexible with her time.   Michele, English as a Second Language, Brazil
I have learned to read and write better.    Kevin, Basic Literacy, U.S.A.
When other people speak with me, I understand, and they understand me, and this is perfect.  My tutor is a great teacher.    Mirela, ESL, Romania
My tutor has much kindness, he puts his heart into teaching me.   I have learned about finding a job and how to make conversation.    Chang Hoo, ESL, Korea
My tutor helped me to write a note to my client, and helped me to write the flier for my business.   I have improved my reading and I can spell and write better.    
Pedro, ESL, Guatemala
I have learned English reading and writing.   My tutor is a very good teacher.   I like her.   Rownak, ESL, Bangladesh
My tutor is very qualified and nice.    I am getting used to English since I’ve met her.   I’m not afraid of meeting American people and speaking English anymore.   My teacher is awesome.  Sung, ESL, China
I am able to go to the doctor, stores and understand short conversations.  My tutor helped me to pass the first semester of college, especially the writing.  Marisol, ESL, Colombia
My tutor has a great ability to teach.   I am very happy.   I am getting full help from my tutor.    We have different types of lessons like offices, restaurants, and routine activities.  Mukesh, ESL, India
My tutor is a very patient and caring tutor who motivates me to learn more to become more proficient in my second language.  Jocelyn, ESL, Venezuela
I have learned:  better math, money, reading.   I think my tutor is the best.  
Megan, Basic Literacy,  U.S.A.
Success stories

John ,  a 68 year Vietnam veteran, had worked as a paper hanger for many years.  No longer able to do manual labor, he wanted the college education that would allow him other career choices. But John's limited reading and writing skills kept him from passing the County College entrance exam. After a year of working with his literacy tutor, John passed the re-examination and is now enrolled for an Associate degree in English and Psychology--and looking forward to being a tutor himself, when time permits.

In John's own words:   

 In today's world of antiheroes, villains, terrorists and evildoers, heroes and heroines are not always easy to find.   But a true hero or heroine is simply an ordinary person that is placed under extraordinary circumstances and exhibits the noble quality of helping others that are in need. As for me. I have found my heroes and heroines at the Literacy Volunteers of Morris County.

Pedro had completed his education through just the 4th grade, so had only minimal literacy skills in both Spanish and English. His goal when he began with LVMC was to improve his handling of on-the-job paperwork. Losing his job meant he and his tutor had to change the focus of their work to job seeking. By September Pedro, who can now write letters and read for pleasure, had found another position. Because our tutoring is individualized Pedro and his tutor Kate, who continue to work together, had been able to adjust their program to his changing needs.

Limited spoken English had kept Eliana from continuing her medical practice in the US since arriving from Colombia eight years ago.  As she herself has said   "When I first came to America, it was very challenging to the point that I felt depressed.   Everything was new to me, a new house, a brand new husband, new church, etc.   It wasn't until I started picking up the language that my life started to take shape, a new shape I must say.   Thanks to the LVMC program and especially my devoted tutor, Mimi, I finally adapted to my new life in the U.S.A."  Eliana, now fluent in English, currently uses her medical training and bilingual ability as Office Manager of the Zufall Health Clinic in Morristown. She and Mimi continue to get together, no longer student and teacher, but as friends.
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Our Mission

Literacy Volunteers of Morris County believes that the ability to read and write and to comprehend and speak English is critical to personal freedom and the maintenance of a democratic society.   

      Our mission is to promote increased literacy and fluency in English for adult learners at no cost through the effective use of volunteers, the provision of support services for volunteers and learners, and through collaboration with individuals, groups and any organization desirous of fostering increased literacy.  
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  LVMC Finances 2010


   Salary/taxes		    	$104,327�   Training & classes	    	     6,653	�   Office costs		  	    37,754�   Conference/memberships	     3,499�   Fundraising			    17,166�   Total expenses		$177,688





   Contributions		   $7,942�   Special events		   70,885�   Grants			   72,207�   United Way			   19,070�    Fees			     1,976�   Total revenue	           $172,080


    LVMC 2010			  -$5,608�





Every attempt has been made to recognize the generous contributions of our many donors. We apologize for any errors. If you feel that your name should appear on this list, or if it appears incorrectly, please let us know!
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